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ure inform you that our Recruiting service goes on well, & I 
expect we shall raise our full number voted last Assembly, by 
the first next Month. We Impatiently wait to hear some very 
Important news from Congress & remain, 

Y r mo. aff" Bro r , 

Rich'd Adams. 

N. B. — I have advanced the ,£2,000 I mentioned to you some 
time ago. 
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S r : What went before is copy of my former; this follows to 
say something in relation to the copy of the Laws, &c, sent 
you, which you are pleased to write you have communicated to 
Mr. Newman, bookseller, I daresay an Ingenious man in his 
profession. I must thank your kindness that you have not dis- 
covered my name to him, which your writing the Superscription 
to his letter manifests. His offer of £20 for the purchase of the 
copy I think well enough, & shall willingly accept it & in books 
too at booksellers' rates, to have them thus a dozen handsomely 
bound ; half a dozen of which I would beg your acceptance of 
and the remainder one-half ordinarily bound & the rest stitched. 

I am not so skilfull as to know what number there will be, 
but as to that refer totally to yourself. I am not so fond of the 
matter as to perswade the printing thereof, neither will I of my- 
self say they will be advantageous to Mr. Newman, but I believe 
his best course will be to say that he has accidentally met with 
such a copy, together with the Laws now inclosed sent (which I 
have not had time to Digest into the former method, nor indeed 
if I had time could I, not having a correct copy by me) to some 
of the Virginia merchants there, as Mr. Henry Hartwell, Mr. 
Roger Jones Younger, Mr. Byrd's, Collo. Byrd's son, who be- 
longs to the temple, or others that you may please to nominate 
to him, but pray let him nor them know any thing of my hand 
there in, & as I said before, let him give out that it was a copy 
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that he got by accident. Your brother Samuel had so good an 
opinion of it that he believed a full impression would be sold at 
a good rate in a year's time. His own profession, after discourse 
with those or other Merchants, will be his best Informer. I have 
inclosed sent you my letter open to Mr. Newman, which I have 
not subscribed because I would not be known to him at present 
further than being your friend, for which freedom I beg your 
pardon. 

I begin to be doubtfull, S r , that since you begin to decline 
your business and have in part made a retirement from the noise 
& hurry of the Town, this as well as my former may be trouble- 
some to you, therefore desire you will be free and plain with me 
thereon, and I shall avoid the same for the future, but must de- 
sire that you will give me the liberty, yearly, in a short letter not 
cumbered with business to make my acknowledgements that I 
am. Just as I had finished this I was acquainted with Mr. Footes 
weak resolutions of staying in the Country this year notwith- 
standing his father's commands & desires & your advice joined 
thereto, from whence he had those counsels I know, but could 
wish I had known it sooner, I should then have endeavoured to 
alter his resolutions or else should have been more full about 
your brother's affairs which I referred to his relation & now have 
time the same. 



April 29, 1697. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

Let Mr. Nicholas Hayward have what money he calls for 
to the value of a hundred pounds if he has occasion for it, & 
shew this note, he having direction from me to make use of 
money for the management of my affairs, I am 

S r Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward, &c. 



Mr. Hugh Newman: 

S r : I received your's sub-cover of Mr. Nicholas Hayward's 
wherein you advise that you have seen & approve of the Copy 
of the Laws of Virginia, &c, & would give ^20 for the same 
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under condition that you were sure of a Chapman that would 
take off five hundred of them at bookseller's rates. The best 
way to be assured of that will be to advise & consult your Vir- 
ginia Merchants there, which Mr. Hayward can acquaint you 
with if you are a stranger to them, who perhaps may give 
such assured encouragement that may forward your proceeding 
therein. Mr. Hayward will be willing on my behalf to take the 
money proposed to me in books as you can agree, to whom I 
have wholly referred that matter. Sir, the fairest & best copy 
was taken into France; this that Mr. Hayward has if I were 
there might easily be made perfect and correct, but for want of 
that you well know some small Errata's will happen under the 
greatest Care & Diligence which if this Impression sells well 
will be easily corrected in the next. As to your opinion of 
printing them in Octavo I submit to your better judgm't & shall 
leave the same to your self. Herewith comes inclosed the Acts 
of Assembly made since, which if I had a perfect copy by me of 
my former, I would have Ranged in the same order of the for- 
mer; but for want of that cannot do it, but suppose you may 
easily do the same, or may at last put in those that are in force 
at full length at last, and those that are expired, obsolete, &c, 
you need do no more than just name their titles, which I have 
pursuant thereunto marked out. Your own Profession & con- 
versation in a matter of that nature will be your best Director 
therein. 

As for the Preface & Postscript I advise and desire that they 
be both laid aside, only retaining the Laws therein, and to write 
a new preface there as from yourself, the Printer giving an ac- 
count of the casuall meeting with the copy & the reasons of the 
further additions since 1693, which those, together with these 
Laws now sent you, will fully direct you therein. And likewise 
be sure fully in your preface to explain the meaning of those so 
often repeated expressions in the Margin. 

In the intended Revisal which the Postscript pretty well clears 
to you, but lest that should not be manifest enough to you, I 
must acquaint you that after that Digest was written, an Assem- 
bly being called, agreed to a Reformation and Methodicall 
Digestion of the Laws, & the lower House, which is here called 
the House of Burgesses, had agreed to perform the Same in 
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the same Method those were in, & had of their parts throughly 
performed the whole, which they called by the name of Revisal 
of the Laws, but the upper House, which is the Council, concur- 
ring to the whole almost, though not in all, caused a disagree- 
ment first & a Rupture afterwards of the said Assembly to a 
Generall dissatisfaction, & therefore it is called an Intended Re- 
visal. Therefore, I say out of that Postscript & Preface, & out 
of what is now said, you may form a suitable epistle Dedicatory 
to open the nature of the thing, the advantage thereof, together 
with its usefulness & Conveniencys, but be sure let it be so writ, 
as if it were an accidental copy & no Author known thereto, & 
be sure let the former, both Preface & Postscript, be totally laid 
aside as is before express' d except the Laws in the one & what 
you think convenient out of the other. Your Profession together 
w" your letter gives me the full assurance that you are fully 
capable of Managing an affair of this nature far better than I can 
direct, therefore shall refer all wholly to you, & had not now said 
so much but that the nature of the thing, & the Distance we are 
at would not admit less from me, which with what went before 
& these Acts now sent you, have all the Laws in Virginia now 
in force. 

Mr. Newman, S'r. Herewith comes the Acts of two Assem- 
blys which has happened since the writing of my Postscript, 
wherein there is three or four Laws of that Assembly. Those 
are well enough remarked by the Postscript; those I have re- 
marked at the end of each law, by which you may guide your 
self, if you go forward with printing the copy, but lest the small- 
ness of the hand being confined to so little room, should not to 
you be legible, & my Distance too great to supply that defect, 
I shall now go over again and write plainer what is their done. 
And to begin the first Assembly of the 8th April, 1695, wherein 
is contained six Acts. The Remarks upon the severall Acts of 
that Assembly are at the latter end enter' d, viz: 

Upon the first: This Act is word for word with the former of 
short continuance & therefore need not to be minded. Upon the 
second : This Act is private and may be either printed or let 
alone, it only relates to that particular county. This Act is 
wholly expired & now null and void. Upon the fourth: The 
Act is Determined by the former, and therefore the title need 
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not be mentioned. Upon the fifth: This Act is in full force, & 
ought either to be printed at large or suitably ranged. Upon 
the sixth: This need not so much as be mentioned. The act 
determining with the year. And now to proceed to the second 
Assembly, begun the 24th Sept., 1696, wherein is contained 
fourteen Acts. The several acts at their respective latter ends 
remarked thus, viz: 

Upon the First: May either be right ranged in the place of 
those repealed or printed at large according to its title & time, 
for it is a standing Law & will be in dayly use. Upon the Se- 
cond: This is a private Act relating only to that particular 
county & may be either printed at large or ranged amongst the 
the former relating thereto, or let alone according as you please. 
Upon the third: This should be either printed at large or pro- 
perly Ranged, it being now & likely to remain in force. Upon 
the fourth: This should be printed at large, though if it were 
properly ranged it would not be amiss, for it will assuredly hold. 
Upon the fifth: This should be enter' d at large, & if it could 
be properly Ranged & those Repealed Acts left out, it would be 
very well. Upon the Sixth: This is to be fully enter' d unless 
it could be properly ranged, because it will be a standing bind- 
ing Law. Upon the seventh: This must be entered at large 
unless it could be properly ranged, for this is a good, binding, 
lasting Act. Upon the Eighth: This Act is particular to that 
county & it is indifferent whether it be printed or no. Upon the 
ninth : This Act must be printed fully & at large according to the 
time of its making, for this is a new Law & will be of long contin- 
uance. Upon the tenth : This Act must be printed at large, if it 
could be Ranged in the place of those repealed it would be well. 
Upon the eleventh: If this can be ranged in the place of those 
repealed it would be well, otherwise let it be enter' d at large. 
Upon the twelfth: If it be possible range this in its proper place 
& take away the Acts there repealed hereby, & let this be fully 
enter' d, for its a lasting advantageous Law. Upon the thirteenth: 
The Title of this need not be enterred. Upon the fourteenth : 
This need not so much as be enter' d. 

Now, S'r, what I mean by saying let them be properly ranged 
in the place of those repealed, that those repealed Laws should 
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be laid aside & these enterred in their place & after the same 
Method. And when I say let it be entered fully & at large, I 
mean that it should be enter'd in express words & in its place 
according to its time, which will be a surer way to enter all these 
Laws now sent, you being not convenient nor acquainted with 
our Country methods, though one Law I would earnestly per- 
swade to be properly ranged & the former repealed thereby left 
out, if you dare with certainty undertake the same. Our dis- 
tance together with the difficulty of the thing & my wanting a 
correct copy by me makes me thus prolix choosing rather to use 
these words & perhaps unpertinent too, than to use only one 
word though pertinent & leave the matter dubious or subject 
you to mistake. 

I am Your 

Wff. 
To Mr. Hugh Newman. 



